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Followers of Christ are baptized into the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13).  This means that all 
believers who confess Jesus as Lord, by word and deed, are indwelt with the Holy Spirit.  With 
this understanding, God has called us to be His instruments, which He uses to rescue people (2 
Cor. 4:1-7) from the eternal consequences of their sins and errors.  This mission to rescue 
people includes healing and deliverance and involves those who people generally consider 
unwanted, despicable, downtrodden, and marginalized without excluding others who seek 
God.  Jesus Christ came to bring good news to the poor, a declaration of freedom for those in 
bondage, sight to the blind, release for the burdened, and a decree of God's favor (Luke 4:18-
19).  It is impossible to bring relief and hope without the understanding that the Holy Spirit 
guides and leads this community to act and be successful in doing this.

~from the values and vision of the Near West Vineyard Church


Part One: The Values that Drive Prayer Ministry

· What Vineyard values show us how to pray?

· What do those values say about prayer?

· How do I put those values into practice?

Part Two: The Kingdom of God and Why We Pray

· What is the Kingdom of God? 

· Why is the Kingdom of God important in prayer ministry?

· How does the Kingdom relate to the Vineyard Movement? 

· How does prayer work with bringing in the Kingdom of God?

Part Three: The Vineyard Prayer Model and Praying

· What are the steps of the Vineyard Prayer Model? 

· How do I pray for others? 

· Practice by praying for each other!

 Part One – The Values that Drive Prayer Ministry at the Vineyard

The Vineyard Church places a high priority on the values that drive the prayer and healing ministry. The way we pray for people should reflect God’s character of love, mercy, and grace. 

 1  The Values

 1.1  Value 1: Being responsive to Divine Initiative

Jesus was totally dependent on the Father in all He did.
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 1.1.1  Jesus only did _____________________________________.

“I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can only do what He sees the Father doing.” (John 5:19)

 1.1.2  Jesus sought to ____________________________________.

“By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but Him who sent me.” (John 5:30)
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 1.2  Value 2: Being Relational

Jesus revealed God's heart of compassion, mercy, and loving kindness.  His compassion drove His ministry (Matt. 9:35-10:1).

 1.2.1  For example, Jesus ______________________ (Matt. 8:1-4).

Lepers were outcasts in Jesus' day.

 1.2.2  Jesus' actions were ____________________.

Jesus was moved with compassion for those who were broken, alienated, and scorned.


Jesus did what only God could do (Mark 2:1-12). 

 1.3  Value 3: Being Real

We don't want to come off as fake, holier than thou, strange, etc.  How do we do this? By being real.

 1.3.1  We should seek to be __________________.

Jesus told the leper to go to the priest to verify his healing (Matt. 8:4).  

 1.3.2  We should seek _________________________.

Our words need to match reality – our claims and actions should be real and not exaggerated. 
 1.3.3  We should seek to be __________________________.

Be intelligible to those you are praying for, just as Jesus was intelligible to first century Jews. Our language, intonations, mannerisms, and style need to be relevant to people in general, and not weird.


2 Putting the Values into Practice



How do we express these values while praying for people?

 2  Watch What the Father is Doing

So, we're supposed to do as Jesus did and watch what the Father is doing in prayer.  How do we do that, anyway?

 2.1  _______________
Watch the person's physical reactions to the Holy Spirit – their countenance and their body language.
 2.2  _______________
Ask them what they are experiencing.  

 2.3  _______________
Listen to the person's responses.  Listen to the Holy Spirit for any prompting.  If you are gifted with revelatory gifts, be aware of what God wants this person to hear or receive prayer for. 
Part Two – The Kingdom of God and Why We Pray

 1  The Kingdom of God is the Central Theme of the Whole of Scripture

 1.1  The Gospels' first preaching was about the Kingdom of God.  “The time is fulfilled; the Kingdom of heaven is here/near/at hand...”

 1.2  Many of Jesus' parables begin with the phrase “The Kingdom of God is like...”

 1.3  The signs and wonders of Jesus were demonstrators of the Kingdom.

 1.4  In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, it is hard to find any passage in which Jesus is not talking about the Kingdom of God. 
 2  Why Is This So Important for the Vineyard Movement?

 2.1  The Kingdom of God is the message and the ministry of Jesus, and therefore should be the primary message and ministry of His church.

 2.1.1  This can be explained by three theological words:

 2.1.1.1  Eschatology – The branch of theology that is concerned with the end of the world, end times, apocalypse.

 2.1.1.2  Inaugurated Eschatology – The powers of the end of the world day of judgment are already being rolled out before the end of the world.

 2.1.1.3  Enacted Inaugurated Eschatology – If this was the primary message and ministry of Jesus, it should be the primary message and ministry of His Church.  We should do something about it!

 2.2  John Wimber created the Vineyard model for ministry based on the Kingdom. Some of his story can be found in Appendix A. 

 3  The Kingdom of God was the Jewish Hope

 3.1  The Three Main Windows/Visions

 3.1.1  ________________________________
The Exodus event is the first obvious reference to the Kingdom of God in Scripture. “The Lord will reign forever and ever”  (Ex. 15:18).  The rule and reign of God is an accurate description of the Kingdom of God.

 3.1.2  __________________________________
The period of time during the reigns of David and Solomon was known as Israel's Golden Age.  For these two generations, God ruled a nation on Earth.

 3.1.3  __________________________________
After the high point of Solomon's rule, Israel's fortunes went through a severe crisis.

 3.1.3.1  Language changed from “The Lord is King” (Exodus event and Davidic monarchy) to “The Lord will become King” (Isaiah and Daniel)

3.1.4 __________________________________
3.1.5      __________________________________ 

3.2 The Inter-Testamental Period
3.2.1 Waiting for 500 years with such ____________________! 
3.2.2    The promise was ___________________________. 
4
The New Testament Coming of the Kingdom
4.1
The dramatic arrival of ____________________, introducing Jesus.
4.2
The Kingdom seems to be here.
4.2.1   Everything starts happening __________________ (see Mark).
4.2.2 Jesus had authority (the authority of God):

4.2.2.1

In ______________




 (Mark 2:24-28)

4.2.2.2  
In ______________
 (Matt 4:18-22)

4.2.2.3  
Over ____________
 Matt 8:28-34

4.2.2.4  
Over ____________




Mark 2:1-12
4.2.2.5  
Over ____________




Matt 9:18-26 

4.2.2.6  
Over ____________
Matt 14:22-36 

4.3 But, Jesus also describes the Kingdom as a mystery...

4.3.1 In fact, He talked about the Kingdom of God in four different ways.

4.3.1.2 The Kingdom of God will come in the future.

4.3.1.3 The Kingdom of God is now present.

4.3.1.4 The Kingdom of God is near, or at hand.

4.3.1.5 The Kingdom of God has been delayed.

4.4 Theologians have invented language to explain the Mystery.

4.4.1 The presence of the future.

4.4.2 The “already” and the “not yet”.


4.4.3 Inaugurated eschatology.

4.4.4 Living “between the times”.

5 Supporting Biblical Texts

2 Cor. 6: 4-10


4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

6 Implications of the Kingdom of God

6.1 The “last days” began with Jesus at Pentecost.

“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.”  – Heb. 1:1-2

6.1.1 This theology flies in the face of theologies such as some versions of cessationism and dispensationalism.

6.1.1.2 Cessationism – gifts of the Holy Spirit were only for the 1st century and no longer happen today.

6.1.1.3 Dispensationalism – history is divided into many time zones and the gifts of the Holy Spirit were for only a prior time zone.

6.1.2 The Bible knows only two time zones: this age and the age to come.
6.2 We should have a continual expectation of the any minute arrival of God in power.

6.3 The ministry of prayer is to be understood in this context.
6.4 This is part of the mystery of the Kingdom of God. When we pray for the sick and they are healed, it is because the Kingdom of God is breaking in. When we pray for the sick and they are not healed, it is because the Kingdom of God is not breaking in.


7 Bringing in the Kingdom of God

The key question: How can we get the emergence of the Kingdom of God to happen more often?  What unleashes the breakthrough of the Kingdom of God?

7.1 The Mystery of the Kingdom

7.1.1 Jesus came teaching that the Kingdom...

7.1.1.2 Will come in the future.

7.1.1.3 Has come – is now present.

7.1.1.4 Is “near” or “at hand”.

7.1.1.5 Has been delayed.

7.2 How to participate in bringing in the Kingdom

1. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________
Jesus came announcing the arrival of the Kingdom into a Jewish nation filled with expectation. The problem with us is our perception of God is too small.

2. ____________________________________________
To the extent that you have a biblical Kingdom expectation, you can pray the Kingdom prayer.

3. ____________________________________________
To the extent that you have a Kingdom expectation and have prayed the Kingdom prayer, you will make a valid announcement of the Kingdom. 

4. ____________________________________________
There will be times when you've done all of the above and it appears that God does hardly anything. There will be times when you've hardly done anything and God surprises you. What God does or doesn't do remains the mystery of the Kingdom.

7. 3    How can we change our Kingdom expectation?

1. Scripture 

2. Read the history of revivals

3. Christian experience 

7.4      What does it mean to pray the Kingdom prayer?

“This, then, is how you should pray:  ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name, 10your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  11Give us today our daily bread.  12Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ ” – Matt. 6:9-13

7.4.1 Hallowing the Divine Name

7.4.2 The “Come Holy Spirit” prayer

7.4.3 The Apostles at prayer (Acts 4:23-31)

7.4.4 Why announce the Kingdom?

7.4.4.1 The Kingdom announcement releases the demonstration of the Kingdom.

7.4.5 How do we wrap our minds around this mystery without being discouraged?

7.4.5.1 Do not get into manipulation.  Let God be God.

7.4.5.2 Follow the initiative of God.  Do what the Father is doing.

7.4.5.3 Wait on God.

7.4.5.4 Use the gifts of the Holy Spirit given to you.


8 We are commanded to preach the Kingdom the same way Jesus did

8.1    Commissioning the Twelve (Matt. 28:18-20)

8.2 Empowering the Seventy-Two (Luke 10:1, 8-9, 18f)

8.3 The Great Commission (Matt. 10:7-8)

8.4 Empowerment is available to “s/he who believes in me” (John 14:12-14)

9 Conclusion

9.1 The end times began with Jesus' ministry, death and resurrection, and Pentecost.

9.2 We must live and minister in the tension between the “now” and “not yet” until Jesus returns and consummates the Kingdom.

9.3 We are commanded to preach the Kingdom the same way Jesus did.

9.4 By feeding and nurturing our Kingdom expectation, Kingdom praying, and Kingdom announcements, we can increase our receptivity to and cooperation with God who delights in bringing His Kingdom.  

Result: Kingdom interventions happen more frequently.

Caveat: This is still not a mechanistic or cause and effect formula.  God is person, a Sovereign Lord, and not a metaphysical principle.  In other words, we cannot manipulate or control Him in any way.  He is free to act in His sovereignty as He pleases.

 Part 3 – The Vineyard Prayer Model and Praying

The Vineyard has a five-step prayer model established to guide those in the prayer ministry.  This model reflects the Vineyard's values and examples from Jesus' own ministry.

 1  The Five Step Vineyard Prayer Model

 1.1  The Interview

Ask the person what they want God to do.  “Where does it hurt?”  “What is wrong?”  “What do you need prayer for?”

 1.2  The Diagnostic Decision

Attempt to discern why the person has the problem they have.  What is the root cause of their problem?  What would allow them to fully receive God's healing, for instance?

 1.3  The Prayer Selection

How should you pray for this person?

 1.3.1  Blessing

 1.3.2  Petition: join them in asking God for something

 1.3.3  Command/speak to the condition being prayed for

 1.3.4  Intercession: pray on their behalf

 1.3.5  Rebuke the demonic


 1.4  Ministry Time

Now that you've determined what you're going to pray and how you're going to do it – PRAY!!  Do so by observing (remember – look, ask, listen).  Facilitate the in-breaking of the Kingdom.

 1.5  Post-Prayer Direction

 1.5.1  Help the person process and digest.


 1.5.2  Direct them to other resources (prayer, counseling, etc.).
 1.5.3  Direct them to seek the Lord on their own.

 1.5.4  Direct them to commit to regular Christian accountability.

 1.5.5  Direct them to read specific scriptures.

 1.5.6  Invite them back for more prayer at another time.

 2  Some Practical Wisdom

 2.1  If someone is seeking prayer, use it as an opportunity to ask if they've received Christ as Savior.  Don't assume they have!

 2.2  Keep the interview brief.

 2.3  Ask for the compassion of Jesus – you might lack the proper compassion.

 2.4  Ask the Holy Spirit to come.  Wait on Him and don't be afraid of silence.  If you feel led to wait, tell the person so they know what is going on.

 2.5  Pray with your eyes open so you can see what God may be doing.

 2.6  Don't be wordy – keep it simple.

 2.7  Pray with faith.

 2.8  Pray with authority.

 2.9  Pray with expectation.

 2.10  Take risks!

 2.11  Don't be afraid of failure.
Prayer Time
Debrief
End Prayer

Appendix A: A History of John Wimber

1.1 John Wimber created the Vineyard model for ministry based on the Kingdom

1.1.2 John Wimber was a professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, teaching on church growth, which was inside of the Missions department

1.1.2.1 There he saw reports out of Latin America, that showed the connection between church growth and church planting, and signs and wonders

1.1.2.2 A lot of the practical skills we have about church planting and missions come from the framework of what Wimber learned at Fuller

1.1.3 George Ladd, Wimber’s colleague, brought the rediscovery of Jesus’ message to the evangelical church at large

1.1.3.1 Archaeological findings of large amounts of Jewish literature from Jesus’ day were found (ex: Dead Sea Scrolls)

1.1.3.2 This revealed the thinking and expectations of Jesus’ hearers, and the cultural context Jesus spoke into

1.1.4 At the same time, the Jesus People revival was taking place

1.1.4.1 One of the characteristics of this revival was the power phenomena that was taking place

1.1.4.2 This revival moved into Wimber’s church as well

1.1.4.3 The Power Phenomenon exhibited in Wimber’s church by members of the Jesus People movement influenced him as well 

1.1.5 Wimber viewed these phenomena out of the perspective of his Quaker heritage

1.1.5.1 Wimber’s Quaker Heritage taught him to wait on the holy spirit

2 These factors came together in Wimber’s mind, and the Vineyard was formed.  Everything we do comes out of this model, which was based on this fresh discovery of the message and ministry of Jesus.  While this was fresh and new, it is also very ancient, because this is how Jesus understood himself, how his disciples and the early church understood Him.

Appendix B: Reading List for History of Revivals

George Mueller: A Father to the Fatherless- Rebecca Davis

A children’s book

The Celtic Way of Evangelism: How Christianity Can Reach the West… Again- George G. Hunter III

A Study of St Patrick’s and others evangelization of Ireland

Stories about the Moravians

All About the Moravians- Edwin A. Sawyer

History of the Moravian Church- J. E. Hutton

1st great awakening
George Whitefield Biography- Arnold Dalamore 

John Wesley: A Biography- Stephen Tomkins
Reading his journals or stories about his life is very interesting, as well. 

The Religious Affections- Jonathan Edwards

Jonathan Edwards: On Revival- Jonathan Edwards

 

2nd great awakening

Finney on Revival – Charles Finney

 

More recent
The Third Wave of the Holy Spirit: Encountering the Power of Signs and Wonders Today- C. Peter Wagner

The Heavenly Man: The Remarkable True Story of Chinese Christian Brother Yun.  

It is the story of a very humble man who has been through much suffering, but has been used greatly by God in the renewal that is sweeping through China right now.  It reads like the book of Acts, both in the tremendous persecution that the church is experiencing there, and also in the tremendous outpouring of God's spirit.  If anyone were looking for a place to start, I would look at this book

Appendix C: Reading List for Christian Experience
Power Healing - John Wimber 

Power Evangelism - John Wimber

Empowered Evangelicals - Rich Nathan, Ken Wilson

Naturally Supernatural – Gary Best

Breakthrough - Derek Morphew

Appendix D: Spiritual Gifts
Notes from C. Peter Wagner

1. prophecy (preaching, inspired utterance) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to receive & communicate an immediate message of God to His people through a divinely anointed utterance

2. pastor (caring for God’s people) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to assume a long-term personal responsibility for the spiritual welfare of a group of believers. 

3. teaching - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to communicate information relevant to the health & ministry of the Body & its members in such a way that others will learn
4. wisdom (wise advice, wise speech) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to know the mind of the Holy Spirit in such a way as to receive insight into how given knowledge may best be applied to specific needs arising in the Body of Christ

5. knowledge (studying, speaking w/ knowledge) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ  to discover, accumulate, analyze, & clarify information & ideas that are pertinent to the growth & well-being of the Body. Superior learners usually have a relatively low need of people, sometimes associated with gift of teaching, cannot explain where all their ideas come from.

6. exhortation (stimulation faith, encouraging, sometimes called the gift of counseling) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to minister words of comfort, consolation, encouragement, & counsel to other members of the Body in such a way that they feel helped & healed

7. discerning of spirits (discrimination in spiritual matters) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to know w/ assurance whether certain behavior purported to be of God is in reality diving, human or satanic. 

8. giving (contributing, generosity, sharing) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to contribute their material resources to the work of the Lord w/ liberality and cheerfulness

9. helps - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to invest the talents they have in the life & ministry of other members of the Body, thus enabling the person helped to increase the effectiveness of his or her spiritual gifts

10. mercy (sympathy, comfort to the sorrowing, showing kindness) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to feel genuine empathy & compassion for individuals, both Christian & non-Christian, who suffer distressing physical, mental, or emotional problems, & to translate that compassion into cheerfully done deeds that reflect Christ’s love & alleviate the suffering

11. missionary - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to minister whatever other spiritual gifts they have in a second culture

12. evangelist - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to share the gospel with unbelievers in such a way that men & women become Jesus’ disciples & responsible members of the Body of Christ. 

13. hospitality - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to provide open house & warm welcome for those in need of food & lodging. 

14. faith - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ  to discern w/ extraordinary confidence the will & purposes of God for the future of His work

15. leadership (authority, ruling, administration) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to set goals in accordance with God’s purpose for the future & to communicate these goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily & harmoniously work together to accomplish these goals for the glory of God

16. administration (governments, getting others to work together) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to understand clearly the immediate & long-range goals of a particular unit of the Body of Christ & to devise & execute effective plans for the accomplishment of those goals

17. miracles (doing great deeds) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to serve as human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to perform powerful acts that are perceived by observers to have altered the ordinary course of nature

18. healing - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to serve as human intermediaries through whom it pleases God to cure illness & restore health apart from the use of natural means

19. tongues (speaking in languages never learned, ecstatic utterance) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ (A) to speak to God in a language they have never learned and/or (B) to receive & communicate an immediate message of God to His people through a divinely anointed utterance in a language they have never learned. 

20. interpretation of tongues - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to make known in the vernacular the message of one who speaks in tongues

21. voluntary poverty - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to renounce material comfort and luxury and adopt a personal lifestyle equivalent to those living at the poverty level in a given society in order to serve God more effectively (1 Cor 13:3)

22. celibacy (continence)- the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to remain single & enjoy it; to be unmarried & not suffer undue sexual temptations

23. intercession - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ  to pray for extended periods of time on a regular basis & see frequent & specific answers to their prayers, to a degree much greater that that which is expected of the average Christian

24. deliverance - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to cast out demons & evil spirits

25. service (ministry) - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to God’s work, & to make use of available resources to meet those needs & help accomplish the desired goals

26. apostle - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to assume & exercise general leadership over a # of churches w/ an extraordinary authority in spiritual matters that is spontaneously recognized & appreciated by those churches

27. martyrdom - the special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to undergo suffering for the faith even to death while consistently displaying a joyous & victorious attitude that brings glory to God
28. leading worship – special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to accurately discern the heart of God for a particular public worship service, to draw others into an intimate experience with God during the worship time and to allow the Holy Spirit to change directions and emphases as the service progresses.
Worksheet: Advice vs. Direction




1 Someone asks you to pray about their relationship with their significant other. You invite them to speak with the Pastor. 

2 Someone asks you to pray about getting kicked out of their parent’s house. You give them the phone number of a shelter. 

3 Someone tells you they are unhappy about their current work situation. You tell them to pray more about a job opportunity. 

4 Someone you have prayed for before tells you about a possible job opportunity that would keep them from attending church due to the hours. You tell them you don’t think that particular opportunity is right for them. 

5 Someone asks you to pray for a friend that is having difficulty with an issue, and they are unsure if they should say something to their friend. You point out a piece of scripture that says they should confront them. 

6 Someone asks you to pray about changing their focus of ministry from children’s church to small group. You ask them, “Do you think that is a good idea?” and “Have you thought about how that might effect others?”

7 Think of a few situations on your own that you are not sure about. Discuss them with the group. 

� EMBED PBrush  ���





Introduction Reading: 


Read John 5:19 and 5:30. 


How was Jesus responsive to divine initiative? How does this relate to the way we should react? 








*Discussion/Point for Thought: 


How can you serve yourself instead of God while praying for others? 





*Think/Pair/Share: 


What would putting these values into practice look like? What should I do or not do as I pray? 





*Discussion: When have you seen this? How did you respond? 


 





*Discussion/Journaling: What spiritual gifts have you been given or do you think you might have or want to have? How could those gifts be used in praying for others?





See Appendix D for a list of spiritual gifts and their descriptions.





* Discussion: What is the easiest type of prayer for you to pray? The hardest? Why do you think that? What can you do to overcome those obstacles?








*Discussion: Advice vs. Direction


What is the difference between giving advice and giving direction? 














Advice





Direction








Fuzzy Area
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